FORKLIFT OPERATION AND TRAINING

1. The purpose of this training program is to make sure that all employees who operate the company forklift do so in a safe manner.

2. All new employees who operate the forklift must receive training on its proper use and be tested on their ability to operate the forklift properly.  Current employees who have demonstrated their ability to operate the forklift are not required to be tested.

3. Training must include the following areas:                                                          

A. The physics of the forces that cause fork lifts to overturn along with the design considerations and safety ratings.  The safety triangle must be included.

B. The pre-operational checkouts and how to handle any problem discovered.

C. The elements of safe movement of a forklift and how it differs from driving an automobile.  

D. The elements of load lifting safety, with emphasis on keeping the load low when the forklift is in motion.

E. Safe fueling procedures.

F. The dangers inherent in battery charging and changing.

G. Each new forklift operator must demonstrate his proficiency to a supervisor and cannot drive the forklift without supervision until the supervisor has signed off that he is capable of safe operation.

4.  Refresher training must be taught to all forklift operators annually and records of that training must be kept on file.

